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January 1944* 


Dearest Brothers, 


Well, I guess you think it’s about time I wrote to you. But really, I just haven’t 
had a chance. I was sick another week after you left and the next week I was kept busy 
trying to up on the work I messed then this last week I have been studying for exams. I 
took my last one today and was I glad. I made go on my shorthand but hadn’t heard 
from others yet. I’m anxious to know how I came out on English. 


We have a ball game tomorrow night and we have a hard team to play. You know 
I was on first string before I got sick but since then I can’t seem to get back in the 
groove. I don’t know what’s wrong with me. If I don’t find out what it is I'll be on 4t 
string. You know the team we played the night you saw us? Well, we played them last 
week and they only beat us 2 points so you can see that we were at our worst when you 
saw us. 


Gee! I don’t know how to tell you how I enjoyed your being here. I think I have 
two swell brothers. And Bob, don’t let the night at the cave bother you. I had fun 
anyhow, Brock and I enjoyed putting on the little floor show, didn’t we Brock. I laugh 
every time I think about how silly you acted when we got home. 


I’m so proud of my pearls and cross! I have always dreamed of a pretty string of 
pearls. Everyone thinks they are both pretty and the wings-they catch everybody’s eye. 
I have a pair on every coat and jacket I possess. I’m sure proud of them. 


Looks like I'll never get to another dance. Every time they have had one I had to 
play ball but I’d just as soon play ball as dance with good looking men (Oh! well, so I am 
a liar). 


I think I shall sleep all day tomorrow. I don’t have an exam so I don’t have to go 
to school. Wonderful eh? 


I wish I could think of something that mother hasn’t already told you. She always 
tells you the news then I have to fill up space with a lot of hooey. Hope you don’t mind. 


I guess I had better stop and try to write some more letters. I haven’t answered 
any in so long they have really stacked up on me. 


Answer soon and be careful. 


Love, Jean 


*This letter mentions that Jean was sick after Bob and Brock left. Their trip home is 
mentioned in the letter dated January 12, 1944. 
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January 12, 1944 
Dear Mother and all, 


I am rather late in writing but have been working day and night. Seems 
that something comes up every night so that we have to work. I only have three men 
working with me and they really keep us going. I don’t see any hope of catching up any 
time soon in this. I have one man going on furlough in a couple of days so guess we will 
really be busy. 


We hadn’t been paid yet, but may get part pay the 15'b. If so will send you some. 
I got $25 for driving my car from Pocatello so we will have enough to get by on. We 
want to finish the payments on the car next month so we can start that bank account 
growing again. We are going into town day after tomorrow for a couple of days. First 
time we have been off post since we got back. 


I got me a radio the other day and it helps a lot. It’s really hard to do without one 
after being used to one. 


How are all the sick getting along? I am beginning to wonder. We hadn’t heard 
from you since we got back. Did you get the telegram & letter I wrote. Guess you have 
been busy though cleaning up the mess we made. I really enjoyed it though. Too bad 
you got sick for we would have gone to Bud’s again or somewhere. I wonder if B.J. was 
satisfied. I was disappointed at the dance that night but I thought there would be good 
music and a big crowd. 


Is Major still at G.P. Hope so for it will be nice for him. 


I have still got a bad cold & it don’t seem to be getting any better. Guess I will 
have to get something for it as bad as I hate too. I think Brock still has one too. They 
have him working 12 hours a day now & it is pretty hard on him. Hours are from 12:00 
noon to 1:00 midnight. 


Have you sent my tabit set yet? I can hardly get by without it. 


Give my love to all, 


Love, Bob and Brock 
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February 5, 1944 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Dearest Brock, 


I’ve shopped and shopped all thorough this town. I’ve tried so hard, but still 
haven't found a card to express what a nice surprise it was when that gift box met my 
eyes. I’ve had a lot of elaborate gift, but none of them game me the lift than the 
valentine treat I got from you. And oh! The letters the things they do! So I want to 
express to you my dear Brock that I feel so sorry for you at Muroc, but most of all I want 
to say that your gift to me was really OK. 


Hello sweet — thanks for the sweets! You didn’t know I was a poet did you? (well, 
so your not convinced). No fooling though, I was so pleased when I received the box the 
other day and I’ve sure enjoyed it. Sweets are hard to get now days (OK go ahead and 
laugh — I can just see the expression on your face). Remember I always said you are a 
[unreadable] but I like you! 


Happy Day! They aren’t going to take my bread and butter away from me after 
all. No, they aren’t going to close the base & I’m kinda glad cause I do have a lot of fun 
out here. Tomorrow Night is the Base Dance — Remember the last one we went to? I 
sure do — 


Her it is blue Monday & I’m writing this letter at the office. It sure is blue — 
outside I man. I think it is going to snow. 


Guess what — I bought me a new sweater — a pink one — well! 


You & Bob & Ray are really having yourself a time aren’t you! I sure would love 
to come to L.A. Well, the snow can’t last forever. 


From the way you tell about the girls there they must really be something. Oh 
well, maybe they will send you back to Poc. I hope. 


Went to the Memorial Hall Friday night & really had a good time. That place 
really gets a swell crowd. Tell Bob I haven’t been going walking in the park with any 
strangers though — It’s much too cold! Ha! Ha! 


I haven’t seen Wanda for a couple of days. She has gone to Montana to visit some 
of her relatives or something. 


You should have been here last Sat. night. They had the Presidents Ball in the 
High School & it was some dance. I even rated roses that night. 


Gee, I sure feel lazy today. Know what I’d like to do. Just curl up & go to sleep. 
Oh, well, such is the life of a working gal. I slept until almost noon yesterday morning, 
Fine thing! 


Well Brock there is a Lt. in here just my boss) who doesn’t seem to see things my 
way. For some strange reason he thinks I had better get to work. Can’t imagine why, 
can you? 


Oh, I almost forgot to tell you — Jim O’Brien is getting married. Anyway so I 
hear! Ask him about it — it’s a cute little gal from here - & she doesn’t have mockingbird 
legs. Ha! Ha! 


Well, so long for now. Don’t get lost in that big city, they tell me the golf courses 
there are really large & complicated — Ohhh! 


Bye now. Write soon 


Love, Ruth 
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Feb. 13, 1944 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Dearest Brock, 


Hello there, remember me! Here it is Sunday afternoon and it sure is a lazy day. I got 
up and went to church at 9 o’clock & I thought sure I was going to freeze to death before 
I got home. I put my house coat on & I haven’t stuck my nose out since. After I finish 
this letter I’m going to clean up & go to the show. 


Say, you are really doing OK for yourself as far as dates are concerned. Tell me 
are the girls down there pretty? I sure hope they send you back here. They are 
expecting some troops in here right away cause the whole 464' pulled out last Wed. 
Gee, was the base dance swell last Tuesday. I’ve never seen so many fellows in one 
evening & in one place for a long time and I sure had a good time. I wound up coming 
home in a car with 12 of us — what I mean it was a crowd. 


Well, beginning next Thursday I’m going to be a lady of leisure for a while and am 
I ever going to sleep. I’m going to take Thursday, Friday, Sat., & Sun. off. Happy Day! 


Sure got a surprise this afternoon. My old boss called me up and wants me to 
take my old job back. I wouldn’t mind coming back in town to work. I’d sure hate to go 
back to that madhouse. I think I'll just ride along with the army — besides making pretty 
good money I am having a wonderful time. 


Guess what! They have taken $177 out of my check for income tax and dad says I 
still have about $50 to pay. Fine thing! I think I'll go back to working at the dime 
stores. 


Did I tell you that my brother Richard has a girlfriend and he just turned 15 
yesterday. See what I mean, nothing like keeping up the Raymond reputation (Ha! Ha!) 


How is Bob? Does he have the same fellows luck that you have on dates or is it 
just you? No fooling we sure had lots of fun here didn’t we? 


If you remember Rilla Robinson — my girlfriend that Bob took out a couple of 
times? She got married last week. It was Lt. Chicolla — she has gone with him about 
three months. Fast work I calls it! He has gone overseas now. 


Can you imagine — I missed the Memorial Hall dance Friday night — I guess 
they'll wonder what happened cause I’m always there. I gave a party for Rilla & the girls 
from the office instead. I’ve went over to the Shangai for dinner and then we came over 
here & played cards. For a “hen party” we had a pretty good time. 


Oh somebody put a piece in the Bombardier about me the other day. Said 
something about wondering [unreadable] I was getting my cute collection of ear rings — 
the latest being a pair of “B-24s” 


Well dear, guess I'll sign off for now and get ready to mail this. Don’t work too 
hard and write soon. 


Bye now, Love, Ruth 


My dearest brothers, 

Well, how &s Hollywood getting along now that you two ame 
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piece aroung the house since Robert {Brock broke the clock. 

We play Bogue Chitto tonight and 1 hear they have a darn 
good team too. Wish us luck, for we'll probably need plenty of 
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much fun, = hate to think about finishing school next year. I 
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Feb 24, 1944 
My dearest brothers, 
(the first part of this letter is typewritten and not transcribed) 


I’m sorry but this is the first chance I have had to finish this darn letter. I started 
it Mon. and here it is Wed. but at least I have a little bit more news. We beat Bogue 
Chitto Mon. night and last night. Boy! Were they rough. The referee had to put one girl 
out of the game she got so bad. I didn’t do so hot last night. I only made 4 points. I was 
sort of worn out from the game Mon. Night in which I got knocked out in a weird sort of 
way. I made 21 pints Mon. night. Not bad eh? 


You know, I’m sort of glad G. mother went back to Jackson-that is if they will 
treat her right. Since she left mother has been so much better. When she was her mom 
had us all in such high tension we were ready to scream and run. And when G. mother 
looked bad mother would go around the house crying all day. Then GM worried about 
mother. But now they are both better off. 


We have a sub-regional tournament coming up next week and we will most likely 
have to play Fernwood so wish us luck, we'll need it. 


Brock, where is that lipstick you were going to send me from Hollywood? 
Have to go now so bee sweet and remember--- 


I love you, Betty Jean. 
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March 17, 1944 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Dearest Brock, 


Somewhere over the Rainbow! Remember my “24s”. Well yesterday the 
sun was shining, the weather was fine for flying and I was coming far from behind the 
“Hills of Idaho” to see my favorite [unreadable]. My plane & I got off to a fine start. 
Then is when it happened and I just couldn’t resist. I saw the rainbow. So, says I, if I 
could just get that pot of gold and bring it along what a wonderful time we would have. 
So I landed my plane & got the gold - & this is where “yehredi” came in. It is he —well 
some lady told me once that he was the little man that wasn’t there but either e was 
there or I need my eyes tested. Anyway, he took the gold & I decided that I better head 
for home. Just for proof that I wasn’t dreaming I dipped this stationary into the 
rainbow and here is the proof. 


No, I’m not crazy. I work for the quartermaster and it’s beginning to affect me. If 
I can dream this up when I’m wide awake & sober what would it be like if I had one of 
your special mixed rum cokes! Ahhh! 


Yes. You've guessed it — I’m at the office and enjoying myself immensely writing 
to you. My boss isn’t here. Happy Day! Could it be that I don’t like Lts. — Ah no, 
nothing like that. 


Well here it is Friday night & guess what — Miss Raymond isn’t going to the 
dance. Think they will be able to stand the shock? I’m going to an operetta at the high 
school — “Rosalie”. It should be perfectly good. 


Have you ever heard of Noble Sissle and his orchestra? The played out here (at 
the new dance hall) last Friday night and they are pretty good. Gee, was that place 
packed! Herbie Kay and his orchestra are going to play out here at the theatre next 
week. I guess J’ll get to hear it but I sure wish they would have a dance. 


I guess I told you about having to catch the bus this week at 7:15. You should see 
me getting up at 6:00am. Half of the time I go flying down the street with my eyes still 
closed. Fine thing! The other morning on the bus I saw Jimmy O’Brien & talked to him. 
He was leaving that day. He said he didn’t see you very often. Oh, he told me about one 
time when you went in to town together. 


So, you get into town often, do you. Well, Mr. Lucky, that’s really swell. Do you 
ever go to the Hollywood Canteen? 


Oh, I got myself a new job. There was a fellow quit in the warehouse. Well, the 
civilian fellow here in the office (the one I didn’t like) was transferred to the warehouse 
and I took his job as Chief Clerk. I guess it will be a pretty good job after everything gets 
organized. I got a letter from my father again yesterday and he isn’t getting his mail 
again. Fine thing! He goes for about a month at a time between letters. 


Oh, have you ever eaten “Raviolis. It’s some kind of a dinner of meats. Well, they 
are having a Ravioli dinner at the Memorial Hall Sunday and I guess I’m going. I don’t 
know for sure what the results will be but I'll find out — I'll try it once. 


Yes, our base is still just a “Ghost City”. They are expecting the troops any day 
now though. 


Oh, Jimmy told me that they were getting [unreadable] in at Muroc. I don’t 
suppose you will like that will you. 


Oh, oh, the devil just came in in the form of a man with a silver bar on his 
shoulder. That means trouble for me. It’s my boss & I better get to work. Bye for now 
and write soon. 


Love, Ruth 
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Dearest Famidy: 


Jep has-been saying évery: week that she was S0ine To write vousa ll. avd 
tell “you: about her early marriaee, butt ds besim ing to. Look -like «shs waht be lan 
old: married woman befdre she Tansliy géts. around to it: wand being the stabi stician 
ef -the : familys«l felt that sooner OT Later* it. was going to be My chore mse: 1 would 
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peb abit. “Don't tell-her, but I had been Wanting to write ‘anyhow, sogtore it. is. 


: > brdagsnoomds Sets. George. litbmn of, the Aemy dir 301 cé,i.stebhoned. 
Payee LC. lncar Dayton), Onio.— for the cur won: thay hope ‘hie 7 


We 100s Ney \aFei80°-"\pe 
Married thefirst of sprit, funny time:to. be married huh’, but. you know “Uncle tt he 
doesnt sSrant many -tavors and that widd be the first three day leave he wid Haves 
georce's: Sister: and her husband,. who’ live-in Chicago, will be their.only attendants. 

T do wish. that I could’ ¢o' over: for the weddine, but would take up ail6éb oF train space 


qd 
and wonld scost alot of money, which I feel Jep needs worse than the railroad company. 


& 


vhen: Jep wasup at Maxine ts" thi-s past--summer she metGeorete wid’ was home on 
teave. His home is an Ithaca. © He worked with..a real close friand of theirs, George 
is a peach of a fellow, ‘sweet mannered and quiet, interested an everything and wvery- 
body, well’ mead, and just an ald around nies persons He has’ a loteof pep and drive 
and Likes. to so which suits Jep to a T, they.should have a mishty full Jife for they 
like to do.so many-of the samé things, He likes to dance, /a food game of. bridge; on™ 


4 
bowling; but just: as much he enjoys goite to Church and-has his déep ‘sidé too. He 
has Never been mrried, Just hadn't found the One, and wien he did he owas bowled 
Over. Dhey really have it bad. | 
“George spent his last furlough an February with us;. and he and Dah, pot! to 
be the best of buddies. ‘We both got. .to.be as fondtof-him as Maxine's Ded and thats 
no small compliment, I feel. sure all of you. would’ like him. “If you didn't ‘you: iy 


Dora Porter, across the street from us, Save a Trousseaw shower. for Jep da; 
week; and you never ‘saw the: Like of pretty things. 1~don't “believe 1 ever went toca ht 
bridal shower where the honorée got a's many nice things — 3 perfectly beautiful gowns," W 
a white taffeta house coat, Daniel Green satin bedroom skippers. to match,=3 Dimensiorin) a} 
satin slips - 3 just gorgeous laced trimmed slips- a Silk quilted. bed jacket --3 pagr 4 
of glove silk lace trimmed panties - 4 grosgrain Roman striped draw string purse ,amian } 

is it pretty - 3 pair of hose = dusting powder — toilet water = perfume - handkepehierfs 4] 
That ie all I. can think of, ‘but 4+ was 4 whole, dining: room table full, | tne mT A YF 
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her, for they could given her inexpensive things which would have se rved themiarposs, 
but it looked dike they all wanted her to know how vary much they loved Neer st had-al~-| 


It just mde my heart #111 to popping to know that the'y thought that mich orf 


ways thought Jep was too good to her friends and that they didn't appreciate it; but 
they changed thy mnind about: 1b.) . i ae yi Sate, 3) 


4“ 


Sem Ba Se emirates 


PRyss about to Toren eee “won that Qscnbe is: Japs age, and voluntéered: 
younger than he is. Sort of boyish looking. 


BAough about the love birds. 
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eae knowing: tit she won't '-be “back in» a’ iittle while this time,..dust.6 moré ‘on 
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house 5: 50. week. before: last it knocked him-down. “He stayed in the hoted sick: ee CWO? 


see take “days, and, got. up out of bed and drove hom’ 60. mivés Pri day. nieat... Waeh<ha ‘Gaite i in oe 
(Seas “front door denew he was 4 mighty sick man... He» just: escaped pneumonia - you could), 


‘Hear him breathir ¢: all ‘Over=the ‘house. - Hie” is hve Re awfully weak and the dct or said. 
he didn't want him to. even ‘think about: going. #0, MC ae eek. after. next. Phat witb” 
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= don't. know what we would have doné without here fhe had nade: wp) hikes mind: ia Bets 
SLek, ib Was gel Pnee he waited unt dL ‘he ae RAN a AUIS Ee. 
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Deatest Brothers, 


i don't have to do anything but prdttice this period so 
1 will writd to you as I think that would be a gocd thk to practice. 

Well mother will soon be on/her way, + guess. She has her 
reservations and everything. She is in Jackson this week getting 
her clothes ready. I bought her three pair of hose Sat. for a little 
going away present and head to tell hey+ had iach ee she was going 
to buy a lot more in Jackson so I toad her so hse wouldn't go and 
get a Jot more. 

Just think ! we have only six more weeks 6f school and that will 
be all. + can hardly wait. I am sott of tired af school now. I do 
hope 1 get to work this summer though. I really want to so ~ can et 
myself a lot of clothes and then + won't work my senior yerr, just have 


* am having fun now but 4 neve get to go anywhere 


a darn good time. 
for the week-end cause 1 work. 4Sike I want to spend the week-end with 
Doris, can't because + don't get off till 7:30 and then there 's no. 
fied vbierkin' to Liberty. 

I don't know anything to write except that * went to the shoé) 
Sat. night with Johnny and saw Py Wiscenee Tamorror’ TG was food 
but it was very odd. I liked it though. Sun. aftermoon I went over 
to Sybil's house where we made icedream. It was really good. after 
that we were starting to go to the drugstore and we saw W. F. and he 
was going to Dixie Springs to get some of the spring water for his 
grandfather and he asked us to ride up there with him so we did. We 
got back just in time to go to B.Y.P.U. After that we (six girls) 
went to the drug store and then to one of the girl's houses. We decided 
we were going to organize a club. No one will know th& name of it or 
the motto or anything about it. We will meet every two weeks and have 


dues and rules and everything lime a real club. We intend to have the 


first meeting Sat. night at Jo'g house and her mother is going 
to give us a spaghetti and meat ball supper and we are all going to 
the midnight show together. More fun ! + really do think it will 
be alot of fun if we stick to it and do it right, don t you? We 

4} 


have to have something to do besides go to the drugstore and gossip 


Well ~ guess that# about all that I know so + will ctose and 


get reauy for-wne-apeed—te at 


Love you, 


Betty Jean 


P.S. Did ~ tell you Johnny gave me a two-pound box of candy 


for Easter? yum !yum Y 
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April 28, 1944 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Dearest Brock, 


Way out here in Idaho — on this lonely prairie — sits a place called an air field. In 
one corner of the field sits a little shack that they didn’t know what to do with so they 
called it QM — and that’s where I wound up. I really get unwound in a hurry when I get 
her though. Just think when I have to behave myself all day how good I feel at 5 o’clock! 


You [damage] here now though. Only about 10 [damage] can come in town at 
night [damage] should see the Friday night dances. Oh well, the girls say they don’t 
mind dancing with each other. 


Guess what — I met a friend of ours the other day — Bill Weideman. Do you 
remember him? He was overseas three years & said that you & Bob & Ray were together 
at Hickam field. He sure was tickled when I told him about you. I gave him your 
address and he is going to write you. He is married now and his wife is here with him. 


About my coming to California. Well, I would really love to come — no fooling. I 
know we would have a wonderful time, but right now I can’t get any leave. I’m learning 
Sgt. Leonard’s job and he is being transferred. If everything turns out the way it should 
and I am a good little kid & behave myself it will mean a better rating. Isn’t that 
wonderful. Then I would come down & celebrate. Do you think there would be a chance 
of your coming up? Gee, I hope so cause we could really have a wonderful time. Jimmy 
Lunceford and his orchestra are going to play at the new [damage] next week. Gee, I 
wish we could go together. 


Here it is another Friday night and another dance. I have been arguing with 
myself all day about it. My sensible half says “stay home” and my foolish half says “go 
on and go”. Which one do you think will win? 


What have you been doing that is real interesting. Played any more golf (the real 
thing I mean). 


I sure wish that the weather here would turn nice and warm so I could go bicycle 
riding. Ge, was I ambitious last night. I walked home from over by the Green Lantern. 
We went over there to a lady’s house to dinner. Gee, did I eat! 


Know what I'd like right now. A good thick milk shake from Jay’s — yes, 
pineapple if you please! 


I haven’t seen Wanda for a couple of days. We were at the base dance together 
Tuesday night. They moved a big bunch of troops out of here again Tuesday. Gee, I 
wish they would send you back here. Remember the night you ate too many 
marshmallows? 


I had some excitement in the neighborhood yes [damage] know that bridge just 
below the school [damage] cross the river. Well, some lady decided to “just get away 


from it all” so she went swimming. The only thing wrong was she took poison first. 
They found her body yet — they have been down on the river all day yesterday & today. 


Oh, another thing that Col. Eaton has done out here that the boys just love — he 
has been making them go on bivouac. A lot of them went the first of the week & the rest 
of them go tomorrow. They are staying at Midway! I sure think that’s silly, don’t you? 


Did I tell you that I got to see a B29 plane. There was one landed here on the 
field and we went up on the line to see it. Gee, are they big. Do they still keep you pretty 
busy? 

Well Doc, I guess that I had better hurry up if I don’t want to walk home. Not 
that I’d mind — not much! Sure wish I could look out and see the little Redford coming 


down the road. By the way, how is it? Of course you know what I’d do, don’t you? I’d 
just run over and jump in and away we'd go. 


Bye for now and write soon. Tell Bob hello for me. Gee, I hope you can come. 


[damage] 
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April 30, 1944 
Italy 


Dear Bob & Brock, 


I received your nice long letter last night and can’t begin to tell you how glad I 
was to hear from y'all again. It was a long time between letters. Say how about us just 
going ahead and white each other every so often and not wait until we receive a letter. It 
takes so darn long for a letter to go or come. It took your letter one month to get here. I 
promise yall I will write more often in the future (that is if I can find some time to call 
my own, for I am in combat now) 


Boy you can really have a time in Calif. can’t you? I enjoyed every minute I was 
out there. I wish to hell I could be out there with y’all now. But instead I am stick in this 
asshole of a place with nothing but wops. I haven’t had but one piece of cunt since I left 
the states and that was a French gal in Africa. I haven’t had much chance to find any 
here. I have only been to one little town since I came to Italy, and it was in ruins. I 
think tho that when we get a rest period we will be able to go to town on pass. I hope so 
for I am horny. 


That is wonderful that Aunt Bess is coming out to visit y’all. I know she will have 
the time of her life. I am so happy for her. There were never two sweller persons in this 
world than my mother and my Aunt Bess. They should have been twins. Your mother 
has always been my favorite aunt. She writes me often and I enjoy her letters so much 
as they are always so newsy and sweet. 


They say that grandma is breaking mighty fast and that she is getting blind and 
her mind is getting messed up. All the folks talk as if they expect her to pass away 
almost anytime. I wish it were possible for me to get back to see her before that time 
comes. But when you are in the Army you miss out on a lot of things, don’t you? 


Well I am right in here where the real McCoy is going. The big guns are shooting 
and shells bursting all around us day and night. At first I was jumpy, but after a few 
days of it I got used to them. And now they don’t bother me. I can tell by the sound of 
them when they come whizzing by whether they are enemy or ours. We have had a few 
come close, but so far none have hurt any of our personnel. Here’s hoping our luck 
holds out. 


We have a pretty good setup here. Me and the boys in my platoon live upstairs in 
a big room of an Italian house. Half of my boys are always out on duty, so therefore the 
other half and myself have plenty of room. We have tables, chairs, pretty girl’s pictures 
stuck all over the Wall’s. I found me a pair of bedsprings and have me a good bed rigged 
up. This is the first time I have had my ass off the hard ground since I came overseas, 
and boy it sure does feel good. I sleep up a storm. 


I am liaison Sgt. for a collecting company, so no doubt you know what my job is. 
It gets pretty rough sometimes. Right now things are running very smooth. 


Well boys I guess this is about all for now so will say so long for now. Thanks for 
the nice long letter. Let’s be having another one real soon. Bye now, 


Your cousin, John 
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June 6, 1944 
Dearest Brock & Bob, 


I guess you'll really be surprised to receive this letter. I’ve written to Betty Jean 
to send you address’s but she always forgets to put it in. She spent last weekend with 
me. Sure did enjoy her visit. Almost like old times. 


I know you two have really enjoyed having Aunt Bessie wit with you. She wrote 
me a card and said she was having a wonderful time. Ava wrote me a letter to meet Aunt 
Bessie here in New Orleans & stay with her while she was waiting for her next train out. 
But, we were in Baton Rouge spending the weekend with James Owens & his wife. 


Jo came down today to spend the summer with us & work until school 
starts. Jo won't get to finish school. He will be 18 in Jan. He will only get a half credit 
on all his subjects. But he said he was going to Christmas so he could play football. He’s 
on first team, he plays tackle. 


Did you know I'll be married one year this month (the 194). It really doesn’t 
seem that long. 


Jack has a better job now. He works for the Navy. Makes more & can put in 
more time. I suppose you all will be having a furlough before long? 


As there’s nothing new with us I'll close for this time. Hoping to hear from you 
real soon. 


Lots of Love, 
Betty 
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2667 Tantalus Drive 
Hololulu 
June 7, 1944 


Dear Mrs. Thornhill, 


I was glad to hear that you have been visiting the boys in California. What a joy 
for them as well as for you. 


I got a nice letter from Brock much to my surprise, and when he told me that you 
were there I laughed and told Barbara, “I guess that explains the letter. I’ll bet she 
prodded him”. I realize that it is hard for these boys to sit down and write letters. They 
think they have nothing interesting to write about, but hey really have. How we laughed 
at Brocks account of how Bob drove off and left him at the service station, and how he 
had to thumb his way back. 


I am writing this down at Queen’s hospital where Mr. Wall is confined with a 
heart attack in a room almost opposite to the one I occupied when I was here with a 
fractured head. He has been here two weeks ago today, and I am glad to say, has taken a 
turn for the better after a hard time of suffering last week. After another week or so, we 
hope to take him home as the cool breezes of Tantalus Drive coming direct from Mt. 
Tantalus, instead of blowing over many other houses and factories, would be more 
healing than the air down here. 


My son, the one who is a Lieutenant Commander in the Navy, is moving in with 
us. He is giving up all private practice at Eva Plantation, as his navy work keeps him 
busy. They are lucky to have our place to move in to, as there are no houses, 
apratments, or even rooms to be had in town. Thousands more could be used if it wree 
possible to find them. 


I am giving to the use of Garton and his family three bedrooms and a bathroom. 
It is quite separate from our part of the house and includes the rooms where he boys 
used to sleep. 


We will enjoy having my two grandchildren. 
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August 22, 1944 
N. Stephenson 
Box 203 
Calexico, Calif 


Dearest Brock, 


This letter leaves me in Calexico. One never knows here my next letter will 
be mailed from. 


Had a letter from you while we were in Boulevard. The stack is lowly growing- 
That’s 3 now. 


Bee & I took her Aunt Lura’s car & went to San Diego Saturday to see her brother 
Jim. Came back to Boulevard Saturday afternoon picked up our bags (suitcases) & came 
on here. 


Grace & Joe took us to Mexicali Sat. night. Got a little bit gay-ate tacos 
then came home. The dives stay open till about 5 o’clock (am). 


Sunday night we went out with Bee’s uncle & cousin to haul hay. Should’ve seen 
us in blue jeans riding on top of the hay-six layers high. We were glamourous as all get 
out. 


Bee drove the truck 12 hrs last night for her dad in the hay fields. She’s working 
again tonight. 


I worked in the service station today. Grace or the kids usually run it-but now 
I’m the grease monkey. It’s really big old fun. 


All in all we’re having a gay old time. 
Guess you know I’m missing one Brock Thornhill. Will be two weeks tomorrow. 


In a few days Bee’s Uncle Joe is going to Visalia to get some of their belongings- 
sooo Bee’s & I are going with him as far as Fresno. Will stay about 2 days, then he’ll pick 
us up on his way back. 


Had a letter from Mother. Says the next time we come home you boys will have 
to stay at our place a few days. OK?? (I’m taking it for granted that you'll let us go 
along). 


While we were in Boulevard — the last of the week — I had a couple of letters come 
here & Grace — knowing me only by “Rebel” sent them back. Thought maybe one might 
have been from you. If so, just be sending it back cause now they know my real name. 


Guess we'll be here for quite a while yet. They’re treating us pretty swell. We 
snowed them a little bit. 


I wrote you a long letter last night, but it went in the waste basket. After reading 
it over, I decided it was entirely the wrong thing. 


You're sort of a hard person to write to you know. I guess maybe it’s because I’ve 
never known out ha have a serious thought. 


I appear as such myself — but once in a while I get a little “moody” & like to cry on 
someone’s shoulder — literally speaking. I was in that mood last night. Guess I'll be on 
my way now. 


Hello to Bob — the “damn rebel”. If he gives you any trouble - just let me know 
and I'll fix him. 


Bee will write to him when she gets a little time. She slept all day today. 
Love to you, Nina 


PS address (for quicker delivery) 


PO Box 203 
Calexico, Calif. 
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Wed, Aug. 30, “44 
Hi Darlin’ (Brock) 


Received your letter written Aug. 21st yesterday. It was forwarded to me from 
Boulevard. So you weren’t lying about having written 2 letters. 


Bob called Bee yesterday. She was sick in bed but hot up to talk to him. She’s 
been feeling very low. I took her to the doctor & he gave her a hypo & some pills. She’s a 
bit better today. 


We're planning to leave here tomorrow noon. We'll take the train to L.A. & be 
there about 4 days. 


If you can get a pass Ill probably be seeing you before you receive this letter. 
I miss you pretty much you know. More than I’d like to admit. 
Love to you, 


Nina 


PS I liked your letter. 


Tuesday 10-24-44 
Brock darling, 
I received you letter yesterday. Permit me to say that I love you more. 


To be truthful, I didn’t think it would matte to you — my dating someone else. I 
see I was wrong darling. It won’t happen again. 


Forever yours, 


Nina 
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2667 Tantalus Drive 
Honolulu 
October 25, 1944 


Dear Mrs. Thornhill, 


I have started to write to you many times but something always seemed to 
interrupt me and they were never mailed. I think I saw one of them around yesterday. 
Mr. Wall’s long illness and then my own breakdown changed all my plans. 


We did so enjoy Major Pope’s visits but we hated to see him go further south. I 
can imagine how you all miss him. We were regretful that he was such a long time 
letting us know he was in town especially as the Cady’s where he was so often is only 
about two or three minutes’ drive from here. 


Naughty Bob broke down and wrote me another letter recently, the first since 
July last year, but Brock has been better. Poor Bob says he would rather do anything in 
the world than write a letter but he writes a very good letter when he does. I do not want 
letter writing to be a bore to them and I think I will write to them and release them from 
the burden. I will know (or hope) that they think of us sometimes. 


It looks as though Barbara will make her home on the mainland and I think when 
she goes, I shall go also if I can get the estate finished, so maybe we shall meet someday. 


We were much interested in Major’s description of he place you all are running. I 
think it must be very interesting work, and will give you something to think about when 
he is gone. 


I want to thank you for your expression of sympathy in the loss of Mr. Wall. It is 
very hafd to get readjusted, and that is one reason I want to go up with Barbara. 


I have been twelve days in the hospital recently. It was sort of a collapse after Mr. 
Wall’s passing but they found me suffering from and acute attack of sinus trouble, and 
they sent it away by giving me hypodermics of the marvelous new medicine Penicillin — 
within twenty four hours all symptoms had disappeared. They gave them to me evry 
three hours night and day until I had twenty five. I feel like a new born person. 


I have thirty nine more letters to write so must close hoping everyone is well. 


Sincerely, Edith D Wall 
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Honolulu, HI 
December 6, 1944 


Dear Brock, 
Thank you for your nice letter and good wishes. 


Yes, I really am engaged to the most wonderful fellow there is. Mel is so 
thoughtful and kind and we enjoy the same things in life. The fellows our at Hickam 
tease me and call me “Mrs. Hiccups” because his last name is Hickok. 


Are you terribly far from El Centro? Of course you will be invited, you and Bob if 
you can make it. I don’t know just what our plans will be yet. Mel wants me to come up 
and there is a possibility of our apartment by January, but I don’t know how long it will 
take me to wait for my passage and get ready. 


What do you mean, you have tried to fall in love because you wanted to know 
what it felt like? Let me tell you something: You don’t “try” to fall in love — it isn’t 
anything you force yourself to do and most certainly not just to find out what it is like! 
It is something that just happens because you love the person and what her or she 
stands for and you want to be a partner to stand beside that person always because you 
love that person more than anything else in the world. 


I have dance classes up at Iolani High School twice a week and they want me to 
give a third. I’ve had an offer to teach 100 students three times a week at McKinley High 
after December, but I may be preparing to leave so I don’t know. 


How nice that you and Bob are working in your spare time. What kind of work 
do you do? You must have fun with your car. 


mel works in town in El Centry every evening after work in a Typewriter store 
repairing machines. He is earning extra money for our home or for a little bank account 
when we are married. 


I’m glad Ava got the message. I haven’t heard from her. 
How is your Mother? Please give her my love when you write. 


I am now down at Church at our Service Center working in the office, so please 
excuse the different paper, 


We have enjoyed a fire in our fireplace lately, and it is very cozy. 


How about a letter from Bob? The bum hasn’t written , you know. You speak for 
him as well as yourself, but that won’t do. How about speaking for yourself, John? 


Are you going home fro Christmas this year? I hope all of you have a grand 
Christmas. 


My aloha to you and Bob, Barbara 
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Prroth Revealed 


Mrs* Walter E. Wall announces 
ithe engagement of her daughtei 
Barbara .Louise, to M. T/Seft 
Melvin Lloyd Hickok, USMC, so 
lof Mr. and Mrs. F.. A. Hickok'o 
| Janesville; Wis, No date has 
oeen set for the wedding. 
The bride-elect. ‘daughter 
the late Mr. Wall and member 
,of a kamaaina family, was grad- 
juated from Roosevelt High 
ischool and Margaret Dietz Com- 
|mercial school, Since war broke 
|out, she has been an instructor 
in her own dancing school. Her 
. was surveyor general <of 
t Territory and her grand- 
ther, the late M Charles J; 
was architect for the Pal- 

ne Judiciary and other pub- 
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Nina Stephenson 
6777 Hollywood 
Hollywood, California 
12-19-1944 


Hi Darling, 
Miss Me? You'd better! 
Haven't found any decoration yet — but still looking. 


Haven't thought of any suitable excuses for our getting away from the house — 
therefore you'd better think of something. -ORDERS!!! 


Believe it or not, I’m still in love with you. Odd, isn’t it? 
Sent your folks Xmas card & a package. 
Did I tell you about my new suit??? 

I love you, 


Nina 


PS X Here’sa kiss. OK? 


